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On Oct. 14, a US delegation investigating the September massacre of 10 peasants issued a report
concluding that "high-ranking members" of the Salvadoran army were involved. The six-member
delegation, made up of representatives of humanitarian, religious and human rights organizations
and Rep. George Crockett (D-Mich.), said its report was the result of inquiries and interviews with
military personnel and eyewitnesses to the incident, among others. They said they interviewed
armed forces chief Gen. Adolfo Blandon, who admitted that soldiers were carrying out operations
in the area the day that the killings took place. Residents of La Cebadilla in San Vicente department
have told reporters that the 10 peasants were rounded up Sept. 21, tied together and killed with
grenades and gunfire. They said members of the elite US-trained Jiboa batallion of the army's fifth
brigade, headquartered in San Vicente department, were responsible for the attack. The US report,
presented at a news conference said, "Everyone is in agreement that 40 villagers were detained
and that the Jiboa batallion had a list of the people they were looking for, separated 10 from the
group, and that these 10 were afterwards found dead. "We believe that some high-ranking members
of the army were involved, since we know that there were many different troops in the area, and
Gen. Blandon has himself admitted that these troops were in the region." Blandon told the US
delegates that two members of the army, one pertaining to the Jiboa batallion, have been detained
in connection with the murders. He also said that a list of 33 soldiers' names has been sent to the
authorities in San Sebastian. Judge Rafael Humberto Marin, of San Sebastian, said the list sent to
the authorities only includes one of four soldiers mentioned by eyewitnesses. (Basic data from UPI,
10/14/88)
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